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Introduction
Financial reports are the most utilized forms of estimating the growth and sustainability of an organization. Although there are other additional key indicators of growth and sustainability, analyzing the financial standing of a company enables improved and sound investments, creation of value for shareholders and achieving competitive advantages in the market.  In this paper, however, analysis of Dell Technologies’ checking accounts is exploited through analytical procedures. The relevance of selecting the company’s checking account, such as informing on credible investment decisions and offering comparative analysis, are also discussed herein. In addition, many auditors choose to analyze account balances for various reasons with different types of substantive analytical procedures. Substantive analytical procedures are the key to better, open and ethical auditing.
Account Balances for Analytical Procedures and Rationale for Choosing the Accounts
Checking accounts are useful when conducting analytical procedures because they process all the revenues of organizations. A company like Dell Technologies possesses numerous accounts but for the purposes of analytical procedures in relation to annual financial reports, it is important to use the annual net revenue account as the checking account to devolve explication of financial and analytical concepts. Shields & Shelleman (2020) discuss that by looking at Dell Technologies’ fiscal report of the end year 2019 and comparing it to the previous year’s report, it becomes clear about the progress of the company. Dell Technologies reported its 2019 annual total net revenue to be at $ 90,621 from $ 79,040 revenue of 2018 (Dell Technologies, 2019). All the denominations are in millions. This is an indication of a positive change a year later. Using the total net revenue as the checking account would, therefore, allow the company to make additional investment.
Selecting Dell Technologies’ checking account balances for analytical procedures ensures there is arithmetical accuracy that is useful for the purposes of auditing. Checking accounts allow the auditors to formulate estimations of the marginal differences in account balances used in distinguishing a company from another (Ivens et al., 2018).  Ivens et al. (2018) also argue that as much as the checking account allows accuracy and arithmetical estimation for auditors, it also verifies the numerous accounts used in the organization to calculate gross assets, liabilities and ledger book purchases. All the information that is derived from the auditor estimations and ledger accounts are then used in making financial statements that majorly illustrate profit and loss accounts and cash flow statements, as discussed by Hawkins et al. (2016).
Types of Analytical Procedures for Analyzing the Accounts and Reasons for Choosing Them
Trend analysis is one of the widely used substantive analytical procedures that analyze account balances. Trend analysis investigates the variations that take place in company accounts. Depending on the financial estimations of the company, auditors deploy analytical procedures related to costs and efficiency. Choosing trend analysis is relatively cost-effective in comparison to other methods. It is, therefore, an effective test for account balances. A technology-based company like Dell Technologies frequently undergoes changes in product valuation, market policies and competitive strategies. These organizational changes bare similar variations in the account balances of the company. More precisely, in 2018 when Dell Technologies partnered with EMC Corporation, prospective account balances were estimated to produce higher profits (Dell Technologies, 2019). This is the reason why using trend analysis in investigating and auditing account balances prove beneficial to auditors and partners. Critics in the methodologies compiled by Shields & Shelleman (2020) argue that net revenue account balances in millions of Dell Technologies increased from $ 79,040 in 2018 to $ 90,621 at the end financial year 2019 due to partnerships and product valuation.
In addition, a corporation such as Dell Technologies can have its checking account balances be analyzed through ratio analysis.  Ratio analysis is a substantive analytical procedure that effectively tests for account balances because it allows the auditor to acquire assurance of the financial health of the company by evaluating profit margins of transactions made (Hawkins et al., 2016). Ratio analysis compares the financial standing of Dell Technologies with corresponding financial statements of other similar technology-based companies such as Apple Inc. Auditors and accountants find it relatively easy to analyze a given company’s financial report if they compare the ratios of sales and gross income with other companies. Shields & Shelleman (2020) posit that information on the calculation and interpretation of financial statements become widely available through ratio analysis.
Both trend and ratio analyses as the fundamentally used analytical procedures in investigating and examination of the financial health of companies. Auditors and accountants use the two for they are cost-effective and easy to implement, making them adequate for testing the account balances. Correlating annual net checking accounts of Apple Inc., Amazon and Google puts the ratio comparison with Dell Technologies at a common baseline that would allow the auditors to estimate and exploit the financial accuracy of the latter corporation. Borman & Elder (2017) conclude that with ready information about corporations in a similar industry and the market changes, companies can make vibrant business decisions that increase values for shareholders and, at the same time, sustain the corporation for growth.
Conclusion
Analytical procedures equip investigators and auditors to stipulate the correct financial standing of a corporation. Investors, tax regulating agencies representing the governments, business partners or shareholders and customers depend on the right financial information of a company for profit reasons and economic sustainability. Financial analysts are therefore mandated to use substantive analytical procedures such as trend and ratio analyses so as to generate impactful financial alignment of the company. These substantive analytical procedures investigate checking account balances at given fiscal periods either quarterly, semi-annually or the end of the year reports. Analysis of trends in decision making at Dell Technologies, for instance, is illustrative of the company’s checking accounts estimation. The analytical procedures, therefore, play important roles in unveiling financial irregularities as well as assets and liabilities a company has within the period of auditing. Due to these reasons, analytical procedures are the key to better and ethical auditing.
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